PREFACE TO VOL. LXVI

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in this volume:

CLXXVIII. This is a group of letters addressed
to Jean de Lamberville, agent in France for the
Canada missions. The first is an invoice, probably
written by Gravier, of the supplies necessary for the
Illinois missions for the year 1702. The distressed
condition of the laborers therein is energetically
described, and relief for their poverty is urgently
requested. The supplies desired include articles of
clothing; conveniences like pins, twine, thread,
paper, razors, etc.; a few household utensils; medi-
cines, food, wine, etc.; material for hoods for
protection against mosquitoes; ammunition and nails;
vermilion, beads, rings, etc., for the Indians; ‘‘six
ells of stuff for capotes, to make Breech-clouts;"”’
also tobacco and agricultural tools.

Three weeks later, Gravier writes to Lamberville
regarding certain financial matters. One of his
engagés would have left the mission, on account of
the higher wages that he could earn in the fur trade,
if Gravier had not taken the responsibility of promis-
ing him an increase of pay; the Father now notifies
Lamberville of this arrangement. He also desires
the latter to pay a note of his to Iberville, for



